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Oliver Ocasek’s larger-than-life ambitions 
drove him hard in politics and in civic life in 
general, not in search of personal gain and 
glory, but in order to use his talents and posi-
tions to care for the least of his brothers and 
sisters. Last year in the Akron Beacon Jour-
nal, Sen. Ocasek expressed his philosophy: 
‘‘Nothing breaks my heart more than for a 
child to not have parents who care or to not 
have a chance for a good education. That’s 
been my commitment—my life—to provide a 
good education for all children.’’ His leadership 
has inspired tens of thousands of young peo-
ple touched by his commitment to education 
and to the YMCA youth programs over the last 
half-century. 

Today, many people disparage public serv-
ice and doubt that one person can make a dif-
ference. Oliver Ocasek would profoundly dis-
agree. And more importantly, his efforts and 
their recognition by the YMCA are the evi-
dence to the contrary. His service to the peo-
ple—and particularly the youth—of Ohio 
shows that, with hard work and commitment, 
one person can make a difference. And we 
are grateful for the difference that he has 
made. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE ALEXANDER 
MACOMB CHAPTER DAUGHTERS 
OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
have the opportunity to recognize the achieve-
ments of a very special organization. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in saluting the Alexander 
Macomb Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution as they gather for their 
Centennial Celebration. 

In June of 1899, 12 women congregated in 
the home of Mrs. Helen Smart Skinner to or-
ganize the Mount Clemens chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Though their membership has grown and 
changed, their goals have remained the same: 
to dedicate their time and talents to serving 
God, home and country. During the early 
years they assisted the military by sending 
supplies to soldiers. Today, they continue to 
support the veterans at the Detroit V.A. Hos-
pital. The chapter began marking graves of 
soldiers from the Revolutionary War and the 
war of 1812. In 1986, they assumed responsi-
bility for the Cannon Cemetery and continue to 
mark graves when they are located. The chap-
ter has erected many memorials to honor our 
fallen soldiers throughout the country. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution are 
dedicated to service through their member-
ship. 

During the past 100 years, members of the 
D.A.R. have contributed their time and re-
sources to the betterment of society. They 
have generously donated flags to schools, 
scouts, public parks and most recently to the 
new Mount Clemens Court Building. The 
chapter has supported many schools by do-
nating books over the years as well as sup-
porting their National Library. I would like to 

thank all of the members, past and present, 
who have worked diligently to foster true patri-
otism in the Macomb County community. 

The members of the Macomb Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution are 
dedicated to the preservation of patriotic prin-
ciples and securing the blessings of liberty for 
mankind. Please join me in offering congratu-
lations as they celebrate 100 years of service 
to God, home and country. 
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HONORING THE BOROUGH OF 
NORTH YORK ON ITS 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Borough of North York on 
the occasion of its 100th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. I am pleased and proud to bring the his-
tory of this fine borough to the attention of my 
colleagues. 

The general outlines for the borough began 
in 1888 with the purchase of 63 acres of 
ground by Jacob Mayer, a leading cigar 
maker. At that time, North York was known as 
Mayersville. On April 17, 1889, the Borough of 
North York was incorporated, encompassing 
about 146 acres of land. The first official coun-
cil meeting was held on May 12, 1899. 

Today, the population of the Borough of 
North York is 1689. It is a thriving community 
and home to many outstanding businesses. 

I send my sincere best wishes as the Bor-
ough of North York celebrates this milestone 
in its history. I am proud to represent such a 
fine place and look forward to watching it grow 
as we enter the new millennium. 
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CONGRATULATING TO OUR LADY 
OF LOURDES ACADEMY MIAMI, 
FLORIDA 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize an outstanding group 
of girls from Our Lady of Lourdes Academy 
who won third place at this year’s national We 
the People competition. 

Sacrificing their weekends, evenings, and 
spending countless of hours in preparing dili-
gently for the state and local tournaments 
which they won, 17 students of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Academy proudly represented Miami 
and the state of Florida this year in yester-
day’s national competition on the Constitution. 

I ask my Congressional colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to devoted teacher Rosie 
Heffernan and to the following 17 young girls 
who made evidence their pride in our coun-
try’s heritage and demonstrated their vast 
knowledge of the United States’ history and of 
current events: Deerack Asencio, Deanna 
Barkett, Melissa Camero, Carly Celmer, Cath-
erine Cone, Jessica Fernandez, Tanya Garcia, 

Diana Kates, Ingrid Laos, Vivian Lasaga, 
Claudia MacMaster, Tanya Nelson, Sonya 
Nelson, Tatiana Perez, Flavia Romero, Me-
lissa Sanchez, and Kristina Velez. 
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REPORT FROM WAYNE COUNTY 

HON. DAVID M. McINTOSH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. McINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give my ‘‘Report from Indiana‘‘ where I honor 
distinguished Hoosiers who are actively en-
gaged in their communities helping others. 

Mr. Speaker, it has always been my strong 
belief that individuals and communities can do 
a better job of caring for those who need help 
in our society than the federal government. 
The wonderfully kind and committed Hoosiers 
who I have met traveling around Indiana have 
not changed my view. 

Ruthie and I have met hundreds of individ-
uals who are committed to making our com-
munities a better place in which to live and 
raise our children—we call them ‘‘Hoosier He-
roes.’’ 

I recognized this genuine Hoosier Hero in 
Wayne County at a Lincoln Day dinner 
speech. She is Violet Backmeyer, whose com-
mitment and service to the needy has been 
just as strong and successful. By working tire-
lessly on behalf of the less fortunate, Violet 
epitomizes a Hoosier Hero. 

For the past 15 years, Violet has served as 
a Wayne Township Trustee. She has given in-
valuable service to the Salvation Army and 
various food pantries both providing aid to the 
desperately poor. 

Violet’s work has given so many people the 
most precious gift possible, hope. She doesn’t 
do it for the pay, which is zilch, she does it for 
the smiles and laughter. You are a true hero 
in my book, doing good works for others with 
no other motive than Christian charity. 

Violet Backmeyer deserves the gratitude of 
her country, state, and nation, and I thank her 
here today on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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CALIFORNIA RESOLUTION TO 
HONOR WORLD WAR II VETERANS 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
place into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a Res-
olution from the California State Assembly, As-
sembly Joint Resolution No. 15 relative to Fili-
pino World War II veterans: 

Whereas, The Philippine Islands, as a re-
sult of the Spanish-American War, were a 
possession of the United States between 1898 
and 1946; and 

Whereas, In 1934, the Philippine Independ-
ence Act (P.L. 73–127) set a 10-year timetable 
for the eventual independence of the Phil-
ippines and in the interim established a gov-
ernment of the Commonwealth of the Phil-
ippines with certain powers over its own in-
ternal affairs; and 
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Whereas, The granting of full independence 

ultimately was delayed for two years until 
1946 because of the Japanese occupation of 
the islands from 1942 to 1945; and 

Whereas, Between 1934 and the final inde-
pendence of the Philippine Islands in 1946, 
the United States retained certain sovereign 
powers over the Philippines, including the 
right, upon order of the President of the 
United States, to call into the service of the 
United States Armed Forces all military 
forces organized by the Commonwealth gov-
ernment; and 

Whereas, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
by Executive order of July 26, 1941, brought 
the Philippine Commonwealth Army into the 
service of the United States Armed Forces of 
the Far East under the command of Lieuten-
ant General Douglas MacArthur; and 

Whereas, Under the Executive Order of 
July 26, 1941, Filipinos were entitled to full 
veterans benefits; and 

Whereas, Approximately 200,000 Filipino 
soldiers, driven by a sense of honor and dig-
nity, battled under the United States Com-
mand after 1941 to preserve our liberty; and 

Whereas, There are four groups of Filipino 
nationals who are entitled to all or some of 
the benefits to which United States veterans 
are entitled. These are: 

(1) Filipinos who served in the regular 
components of the United States Armed 
Forces. 

(2) Regular Philippine Scouts, called ‘‘Old 
Scouts,’’ who enlisted in Filipino-manned 
units of the United States Army prior to Oc-
tober 6, 1945. Prior to World War II, these 
troops assisted in the maintenance of domes-
tic order in the Philippines and served as a 
combat-ready force to defend the islands 
against foreign invasion, and during the war, 
they participated in the defense and retaking 
of the islands from Japanese occupation. 

(3) Special Philippine Scouts, called ‘‘New 
Scouts,’’ who enlisted in the United States 
Armed Forces between October 6, 1945, and 
June 30, 1947, primarily to perform occupa-
tion duty in the Pacific following World War 
II. 

(4) Members of the Philippine Common-
wealth Army who on July 26, 1941, were 
called into the service of the United States 
Armed Forces. This group includes organized 
querrilla resistance units that were recog-
nized by the United States Army; and 

Whereas, The first two groups, Filipinos 
who served in the regular components of the 
Unites States Armed Forces and Old Scouts, 
are considered United States veterans and 
are generally entitled to the full range of 
United States veterans benefits; and 

Whereas, The other two groups, New 
Scouts and members of the Philippine Com-
monwealth Army, are eligible for certain 
veterans benefits, some of which are lower 
than full veterans benefits; and 

Whereas, United States veterans medical 
benefits for the four groups of Filipino vet-
erans vary depending upon whether the per-
son resides in the United States or the Phil-
ippines; and 

Whereas, The eligibility of Old Scouts for 
benefits based on military service in the 
United States Armed Forces has long been 
established; and 

Whereas, The federal Department of Vet-
erans Affairs operates a comprehensive pro-
gram of veterans benefits in the present gov-
ernment of the Republic of the Philippines, 
including the operation of a federal Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs office in Manila; 
and 

Whereas, The federal Department of Vet-
erans Affairs does not operate a program of 
this type in any other country; and 

Whereas, The program in the Philippines 
evolved because the Philippine Islands were 
a United States possession during the period 
1898–1946, and many Filipinos have served in 
the United States Armed Forces, and be-
cause the preindependence Philippine Com-
monwealth Army was called into the service 
of the United States Armed Forces During 
World War II (1941–1945); and 

Whereas, Our nation has failed to meet the 
promises made to those Filipino soldiers who 
fought as American soldiers during World 
War II; and 

Whereas, The Congress passed legislation 
in 1946 limiting and precluding Filipino vet-
erans that fought in the service of the 
United States during World War II from re-
ceiving most veterans benefits that were 
available to them before 1946; and 

Whereas, Many Filipino veterans have been 
unfairly treated by the classification of their 
service as not being service rendered in the 
United States Armed Forces for purposes of 
benefits from the federal Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; and 

Whereas, All other nationals who served in 
the United States Armed Forces have been 
recognized and granted full rights and bene-
fits, but the Filipinos, as American nationals 
at the time of service, were and still are de-
nied recognition and singled out for exclu-
sion, and this treatment is unfair and dis-
criminatory; and 

Whereas, On October 20, 1996, President 
Clinton issued a proclamation honoring the 
nearly 100,000 Filipino veterans of World War 
II, soldiers of the Philippine Commonwealth 
Army, who fought as a component of the 
United States Armed Forces alongside allied 
forces for four long years to defend and re-
claim the Philippine Islands, and thousands 
more who joined the United States Armed 
Forces after the war; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Assembly and the Senate of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature of the State of California respectfully 
memorializes the President and the Congress 
of the United States during the First Session 
of the 106th Congress to take action nec-
essary to honor our country’s moral obliga-
tion to provide these Filipino veterans with 
the military benefits that they deserve, in-
cluding, but not limited to, holding related 
hearings, and acting favorably on legislation 
pertaining to granting full veterans benefits 
to Filipino veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Assembly 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the 
President and the Vice President of the 
United States, to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and to each Senator and 
Representative from California in the Con-
gress of the United States. 
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CONSENT OF CONGRESS TO THE 
CHICKASAW TRAIL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMPACT 

HON. ED BRYANT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. BRYANT. Mr. Speaker, as we move into 
the 21st Century, there is a need in our rural 
communities to find new revenue sources to 
keep up with the constant changes of our 
high-tech and booming business community. 

This scenario rings true in many areas of 
rural Tennessee. Several of the counties with-

in the seventh-district are doing what they can 
to attract businesses to their communities to 
provide jobs and revenue to help their coun-
ties, cities, and towns grow in the new cen-
tury. 

That is what we have in front of us today. 
The Chickasaw Trail Economic Development 
Compact gives Congressional consent to an 
interstate compact between Tennessee and 
Mississippi that will promote interstate co-
operation and economic development in an 
area straddling Fayette County, Tennessee 
and Marshall County, Mississippi. 

Under the bill, the Chickasaw Compact 
would conduct a study to determine the feasi-
bility of establishing an industrial park in this 
area. Should that study turn out to be favor-
able, the states would then negotiate a new 
compact implementing the details needed to 
establish a 4,000 to 5,000 acre industrial park. 
This location is adjacent to metro Memphis, 
which is shot of available land for future indus-
trial growth, and it is hoped that the develop-
ment would attract sophisticated high tech-
nology industries to the area. 

The compact has already established a 
board of directors representing the two states, 
the two counties and the private sector. Finan-
cial support from local, state and federal 
sources have allowed the project to proceed 
with an initial feasibility study. 
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COMMEMORATING THE PASSING 
OF ROBERT LAWRENCE RUMSEY 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 1999 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on this sad occasion to 
commemorate someone very dear to me, my 
father-in-law, Robert Lawrence Rumsey. 

Robert passed away peacefully in his sleep 
at the age of 85 on January 28, 1999 at his 
home in Glendora, California. He is survived 
by his wife of 64 years, Evelyn Rumsey; his 
sister Dorothy Lawrence; his three daughters 
and two sons-in-law, Charles and Judy Nich-
ols of Huntington Beach; Loretta Rojas of Po-
mona; my wife, Cathy, and me. 

He will be deeply missed by his seven 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and 
one great great-grandchild. 

Robert was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1913 
to Silas and Nellie Rumsey. When he was five 
years old, he moved to Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. In 1930, Robert graduated from Manual 
Arts High School and soon thereafter moved 
to Detroit, Michigan where he met his beautiful 
wife Evelyn. The two were married on August 
21, 1934. Robert then attended the Ford 
Motor Company Trade School and graduated 
with honors. He proceeded to become a mas-
ter Tool and Die Maker and Mold Maker. 

In 1941, Robert and Evelyn moved to 
Southern California and in 1947 began build-
ing their home in Glendora. For many years, 
Robert worked for United Engravers in Los 
Angeles. 

Services were held on Monday, February 1, 
1999 at Oakdale Memorial Park in Glendora, 
California. 
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